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MRS.  .iLCOTT  WRITES  135.   THOREAU  A  LETTER 


\ie   are  indebted  to  Mrs.  Herbert  Hosier  of  Con- 
cord for  calling  to  our  attention  the  manuscript 
of  the  following  letter  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  Concord  Antiquarian  Society  and  to  Mrs.  How-rd 
Kent,  the  curator,  for  obtaining  r  coy  for  us. 
The  ^etter  is  und'ted  but  must  obviously  hfve  been 
written  in  the  late  spring  of  1862,  just  before 
Thoreau's  death: 

My  dear  Mrs  Thoreau — 

I  find  I  have  no  "Sage"  of  last  years  growth 
and  I  do  not  much  care  rs   I   think  it  too  opening 
for  Henry's  use  in  his  present  weak  State — it  is 
apt  to  produce  excessive  persr.iration — I  send 
sor.ie  Spearmint  which  is  Tonic  =nd  very  ."greeable 
with  crear.i  ?  nd  sugar — cold.   I  wish  I  hsd  some 
delicacy  for  the  dear  patient — but  we  Ivive  none 
of  those  things  usually  so  grateful  and  appetis- 
ing to  the  sick.  My  best  wishes  for  his  comfort 
and  your  strength,  with  s  continuance  of  your 
daughters  cheerful  resignation  to  this  inevitable 
bereavement  is  all  I  can  now  do-^-with  also  a 
daily  prayerful  hope  that  the  brave,  just,  man 
may  lay  aside  the  corruptible  body,  for  a  fuller 
enjoyment  of  the  incorruptible  soul,  without 
suffering  or  strife  of  the  Spirit — 
Ever  yrs    most 

affectionately 
Abby  Alcott 

The  manuscript  of  this  letter  was  given  to  the 
Concord  Antiquarian  Society  in  1952  by  Kiss  Lucy 
Kerriam  Brigham  of  Kennebunkport,  Maine. 


MODERN  CIVIL  DISOBEDIENCE 


,ND  THOREAU 

by  Robert  Stowell 


THE  SRkVE  OF  THOPjlAU  by  Walter  Harding 

Many  visitors  to  Sleepy  Hollow  Cemetary  in 
Concord  today  are  surprised  by  the  comparatively 
modern  look  of  the  granite  monument  marking  the 
Thoreau  family  plot.  As  was  pointed  out  in 
THOREAU  SOCIETY  BULLETIN  37,   this  stone  was 
erected  about  1890  by  B.  3.  Thatcher,  a  distant 
cousin  of  Thoreau  from  Bangor,  Maine,  -.any 
have  wondered  what  sort  of  stone  it  replaced. 
By  pure  happenstance  the  question  may  be  an- 
swered accurately.   In  Horatio  3ridge's  PERSON- 
AL RECOLLECTIONS  OF  NATHANIEL  HAWTHORNE  (New 
York:  H'rper,  1893,  p.  180)  there  is  a  drawing 
of  Hawthorne's  grave  and  in  the  background  we 
can  see  the  earlier  Thoreau  stone.   I  am  indebted 
to  Prof.  Dudley  Miller  of  Geneseo,  New  York, 
for  supplying  me  with  a  photographic  reproduc- 
tion of  the  drawinr. 


This  summer  at  the  protest  action  against  weapons 
of  mass  destruction  at  the  missile  base  at  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  Henry  Thoreau  was  widely  quoted  as  show- 
ing the  necessity  for  individual  direct  action  against 
the  state  when  that  state  is  wrong.   CIVIL  DISOBED- 
IENCE was  used  by  participants  at  the  Omaha  pro- 
test to  emphasize  that  there  were  tine  s  when  a  per- 
son must  decide  to  resist  with  his  full  weight  the 
immorality  of  preparing  the  instruments  of  i.iass 
murder  in  war.   Besides  arousing  public  opinion, 
a  number  of  individuals  trespassed  on  the  missile 
base  and  seven  of  the  group  are  now  serving  federal 
prison  sentences  of  six  months.  Like  Thoreau,  they 
prefer  that  their  $500  fines  not  be  paid. 

At  a  recent  work-study  camp  on  non-violence  at 
Hanumit  School,  Pennsylvania,  Thoreau  was  one  of 
six  men  whose  ideas  and  life  were  studied  (others 
were  Jesus,  Tolstoy,  Garrison,  Gandhi,  and  Vinoba 
B  have).  The  three  week  training  program  in  non- 
violent techniques  was  sponsored  by  Peacemakers. and 
International  Voluntary  Service.   The  talks  and  dis- 
cussions on  Thoreau  centered  around  his  advocacy  of 
civil  disobedience  when  the  higher  law  of  one's 
conscience  was  violated  by  the  state,  and  empha- 
sized that  Thoreau's  life  showed  the  relevance  of 
direct  action  against  evil.  Participants  felt  that 
Thoreau  would  certainly  support  the  non-payment  of 
federal  income  taxes  today  when  nearly  eighty  per- 
cent of  the  money  is  used  for  military  purposes. 
Great  interest  was  also  evident  in  Thoreau's  advo- 
cacy of  the  simple  life,  disengaging  oneself  from 
that  which  is  not  central  to  one's  purpose  in  living. 


HAWTHORNE  S  GRAVE 


SOKE  UNFAMILIAR  GLIMPSES  OF  THOREAU 

by  Walter  Harding 

Thanks  to  a  State  University  of  New  York  Re- 
search Foundation  Fellowship,  I  was  able  to  spend 
a  week  in  Concord  this  past  summer  doing  some  re- 
search on  Thoreau.  And  while  going  through  the 
files  of  newspapers,  magazines,  manuscripts  and 
clippings,  I  happened  upon  a  number  of  little- 
known  sketches  of  Thoreau  by  his  contemporaries. 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  share  these  through 
the  bulletin. 

The  first  is  by  E.  Harlow  Russell,  a  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  educator,  eventually  the  principal  of 
the  Normal  School  there,  a  friend  of  Thoreau's 
friend  H. G.O.Blake,  and  the  heir,  through  Blake  of 
Thoreau's  journals.  His  "account  of  an  evening 
passed  with  Thoreau  more  than  30  years  ago,  at  the 
house  of  a  common  friend, "  appears  as  a  report  of 
a  speech  he  gave  before  the  "Unitarian  Club"  and 
is  recorded  in  the  LE0KINSTER  (Mass.)  DAILY  ENTER- 
PRISE for  December  28,  1899: 

He  (Thoreau)  seemed  rather  less  than  the 


medium  height,  well-proportioned,  and  noticeably 
straight  and  erect.  His  shoulders  were  not  squ.-re 
but  sloping,  like  those  of  Mr.  Emerson.  His  head 
was  not  large,  nor  did  it  strike  me  as  h-ndsome: 
it  was  covered  with  a  full  growth  of  rsther  dark 
heir  somewhat  carelessly  brushed  after  no  parti- 
cular style.  His  face  was  very   striking  whether 
seen  in  the  front  or  profile  view.   Large  percep- 
tive eyes — blue,  I  think,  large  and  prominent  nose; 
his  mouth  concealed  by  a  full  dark  beard,  worn 
natural  but  not  untrimmed;  th-se  features  per- 
vaded by  a  wise,  serious  -md  dignified  look.   The 
expression  of  his  countenance  was  not  severe  or 
commanding,  but  it  certainly  gave  no  hint  of  shal- 
lowness or  trifling. 

In  Speech  he  was  deliberate  and  positive.   The 
emphatic  words  seemed  to  "h?ng  fire"  or  to  be  held 
back  for  an  instant  as  if  to  gather  force  and 
weight.   Although  he  resembled  Emerson  in  this, 
there  was  no  appearance  of  affectation  about  it; 
he  appeared  to  be  looking  at  his  thought  all  the 
time  he  was  selecting  and  uttering  his  words. 

Perhaps  Thoreau  talked  rather  like  one  who  was 
accustomed  to  be  listened  to  than  to  listen, 
though  this  was  by  no  means  prominent,  and  there 
was  not  the  slightest  lack  of  courtesy  in  his  man- 
ner. His  conversation  was  easy  and  interesting, 
but  it  was  of  the  kind  that  proceeds  by  a  succesion 
of  short  paragraphs  deliberately  constructed, 
lecturewise,  rather  than  by  suggestive  sentences 
and  phrases  neatly  and  sympathetically  adiusted  to 
what  is  said  by  others.  He  gave  you  a  chance  to 
talk,  attended  to  what  you  said,  and  then  made  his 
reply,  but  did  not  come  to  very  close  quarters 
with  you  or  help  you  out  with  your  thought  after 
the  manner  of  skilled  and  practiced  conversers. 
Emerson  s^ys  of  hj_m  that  "he  coldly  and  fully 
st'ted  his  opinion  without  affecting  to  believe 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  company."  Thoreau 
was  always  interesting,  often  entertaining,  but 
never  what  you  would  call  charming. 

The  second  is  by  Samuel  Staples  and  tells  of 
"his  arresting  Thoreau  for  non-payment  of  taxes. 
It  appeared  in  an  anonyious  article  entitled  "An 
Evening  with  Thoreau"  in  the  Concord  HIGH  SCHOOL 
VOICE  for  November  15,  1295: 

I  told  Thoreau  that  he  would  have  to  come 
along  with  me,  and  he  went  without  any  trouble 
and  was  locked  up.  VJhen  his  tax  had  been  paid 
by  some  one  (since  ascertained  to  have  been  Tho- 
reau's  aunts,)  I  told  him  he  was  free  to  go  but 
he  would  not,  until  finally  I  said,  "Henry,  if 
you  will  not  go  of  your  own  accord  I  shall  put 
you  out,  for  you  cannot  stay  here  any  longer." 
He  was  the  only  prisoner  that  1  ever  had  that 
did  not  want  to  leave  •when  he  could. 

The  third  appears  in  an  article  by  Hector 
Waylen,  entitled  "A  Visit  to  Y/alden  Pond,  pub- 
lished in  NATURAL  FOOD  at  Rowerdenan,  lierton 
Park,  Surrey,  England,  July,  1895: 

Mr.  (George)  3artlett  told  :-.e  one  ctory 
of  Thoreau  which  I  have  not  se^r.  in  print.  .  .  . 
A  number  of  loafers  jeered  at  him  as  he  passed 
one  day,  and  said: 

"Halloo,  Thoreau,  and  don't  you  really  ever 
shoot  a  bird  then  when  you  want  to  study  it?" 

"Do  you  think,"  replied  Thcreau,  "that  I 
should  shoot  you  if  I  want  to  study  you?" 

The  next  is  from  William  H.  Brown's  biographical 
sketch  of  Richard  Fay  Barrett  in  the  I_u£>IRS  OF 
•  IEMBERE  OF  THE  SOCIAL  CIRCLE  IN  CONCORD:  FIFTH 
SERIES  (Cambridge:  Riverside,  1940,  p.  103)  and  in 
reminiscing  of  their  boyhood  in  Concord  says: 

We  once  found  a  rare  nest  in  the  Cyrus  Hosmer 
swamp,  which  we  reported  to  Mr.  Therein,  who  went 
with  us  to  see  it.  Ilr.  Thoreau  told  us  it  was  a 
Virginia  rail's  nest.  He  took  an  egg  from  the 
nest,  blew  it  carefully,  and  deposited,  it  in  a 


bandanna  handkerchielf  in  the  tall  crown  of  his 
drab  soft  hat. 


NOTES  AND  QUERIES 

Columbia  University  Libr'ry  has  recently  announed 
the  gift  by  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Dobbie  of  a  collection 
Thoreau  materials  (photostats,  typescripts,  and 
notes)  representing  the  lste  Professor  Arthur 
Christy's  research  over  many  ye?rs  on  Thoreau's 
reading.   One  of  the  principal  items  in  the  col- 
lection is  Professor  Christy's  unpublished  editig 
of  Thoreau's  "Book  of  Facts,  Extracts  Mostly  Upon 
Natural  History,"  itself  unpublished. 
Thoreauvians  may  be  inte  -ested  in  attempting  to 

solve  the  follovdng  cryptogram  from  the  SATURDAY 

REVIEW  for  /ugust  R,  1959.  '^e  are  indebted  to  Mr. 

Fraser  Young  for  permission  to  reprint  it  here. 

The  solution  is  given  further  along  in  this 

column. 


FRASER  YOUNG'S 
LITERARY    CRYPT    NO. 


8-42 


A  cryptogram  U  writing  in 
cipher  tvery  letter  it  purl  of 
a  rode  that  remain*  constant 
throughout  the  ptlizl*.  Annwer  No 
S42  will  be  found  in  the  next  mi' 

COP   NAB   MFCOPXH 

GKCPXDFKH    TAX    F 

CPCSKP  FEW  COPE  LOPE 

OP    DH    CODXCB 
RAERKZWPH   CA   NZDKW 
F   LAAWHOPW 
-OPEXB  COAXPFZ 


On  Sunday  July  5,  1959,  the  CBS  Television  Net- 
work program  "Lamp  Unto  My  Feet"  w-'-s  devotsd  to 
Thore-u  and  related  "how  Thoreau  bucks  the  tide  of 
sentiment  which  would  have  him  settle  down  in  the 
community. " 

The  current  Broadway  play  "The  Pleasure  of  His 
Company,"  by  Samuel  Taylor,  includes  three  refer- 
ences to  Thoreau. 

Mr.  Michael  J.  Kelly,  65  Van  Home  St.,  Demarest, 
N.J.,  is  making  a  census  of  the  Manuscript  Editions 
of  Thoreau  and  is  anxious  to  hear  details  of  the  MS 
from  the  owners  of  any  sets. 

Mr.  Robert  Jay  Evans,  545  Cabot  St.,  Beverly, 
Mass.,  proposes  to  retrace  the  route  of  Thoreau's 
WEEK  Or.  THE  CONCORD  AND  ,1£RRIMACK  next  summer  and 
would  appreciate  any  helpful  suggestions  for  locat- 
ing the  exact  route. 

Mrs.  Mary  P.  Sherwood,  Concord  Academy,  Concord, 
Mass.,  a  licensed  Concord  guide,  will  conduct  tours 
of  the  Thoreau  sites  on  request  and  will  donate  the 
profits  therefrom  to  the  Save  Walden  Fund.  Her  fees 
vary  from  $3  to  $10,  depending  on  the  tour  taken. 

Bernard  Baruch  in  MY  OWN  STORY  (New  York:  Holt, 
1957,  p.  59)  speaks  of  meeting  with  friends  to  dis- 
cuss papers  on  Thoreau. 

J.  Lyndon  Shanley  has  announced  the  appointment 
of  the  following  to  the  Thoreau  Society  nominating 
committee  for  I960:  Mrs.  Leslie  Anderson,  Nine  Acre 
Corner,  Concord,  Mass.;  Prof.  John  Broderick,  Wake 
Forest  University,  Winston-Salem,  N.C.j  and  Howard 
Zahniser,  6222  43rd  Ave.,  Hyattsville,  Md.,  chair- 
man. Members  are  requested  to  forward  any  suggestions 
for  next  year's  officers  to  this  committee. 

On  June  6,  1959,  Prof.  Frederick  T.  McGill  Jr., 
of  Rutgers  University,  lectured  on  "Thoreau:  Fioneer 
of  Prose  and  Poetry"  over  station  WOR. 

The  cost  of  printing  this  bulletin  has  been  cover- 
ed by  the  life  membership  of  David  Thoreau  Sewall  of 
Old  Town,  Maine.  David  is  a  direcL  descendant  of 
Thoreau's  Bangor  cousins,  the  Thatchers. 

We  are  also  indebted  to  the  following  for  con- 
tributions to  the  society's  treasury:  Michael  Nadel, 
Arlington,  Va. ;  Michael  Piatt,  Deerfield,  Mass.;  and 
Setsuji  Kimura,  Kanagawa-Ken,  Japan.  Mr.  Kimura  has 


also  presented  to  the  society  a  Japanese  landscape 
painting  on  silk  which  will  be  displayed  at  the  next 
annual  meeting. 

According  to  Robert  C.  Stephenson,  "Chekhov  on 
Western  Writers"  (UNIV.  OF  TEXAS  STUDIES  IN  ENGLISH, 
XXX  1951,  239-240),  Chekhov  wrote  to  his  friend 
Korolenko',  "I'm  sending  you  a  clipping  from  the 
HElnl  TLEES.   (A  work  by)  Thoreau,  of  whom  you'll 
learn  from  (it),  I '11... save  for  ycu.   The  first 
chapter  (of  WALDEN,  translated  into  Russian  in 
1887)  is  verv  promising;  there  are  ideas,... 
freshness  and  originality,  but  it's  hard  to  read. 
The  architecture  and  construction  are  impossible. 
Beautiful  and  ugly,  light  and  heavy  thoughts  are 
heaped  up  helter-skelter;  they  crowd,  they  squeeze 
the  sap  out  of  one  another,  and  t-he  first  thing  you 
know,  they  creak  with  pressure." 

Answer  to  the  cryptogram:  "The  boy  gathers 
materials  for  a  temple,  wi  then  when  he  is 
thirty  concludes  to  build  a  woodshed." — Henry 
Thoreau. 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  THOREAU  BIBLTOGR..PHY  .  .  .  WH 

Barker,  Edna  L.S.   "Thoreau 's  Journal,  'Summer'" 
NEW  YORK  HERALD  TRIBUNE.   Aug.  ?,  1959.   Re- 
printed in  MONTREAL  GAZETTE.  Sept.  3,  1959. 
A  poem. 
Bates,  Caroline.   "Walking  in  Thoreau 's  Foot- 
stepson  Cape  Cod."  NEW  YORK  TI1.ES.  Oct.  11, 
1959.   An  essay. 
Brady,  Fred.   "Plea  to  'Save  Walden'  Voiced  in 
1875"  BOSTON  HERALD.  Oct.  A,  1959.  Reprints 
excerpts  from  a  HARPER'S  ilAGAZIKE  ARTICLE. 
Reprinted  in  COI.CORU  JOURNAL,  Oct.  15,  1959. 
Canby,  Henry  Seidel.  "Henry  David  Thoreau"  in 
CLASSIC  AMERICANS.  New  York:  Russell  &  Rus- 
sell, 1959,  $6.  pp.  184-225. 

CLASSIC  AMERICANS,  though  nearly  30  years 
old,  is  an  excellent  history  of  American  lit- 
erature— or  rather  a  discussion  of  some  mas- 
ters of  American  literature.   And  by  far  its 
best  chapter  is  that  on  Thoreau.   Although 
Canby  alienated  many  Thoreauvians  with  his 
1939  biography,  the  fact  is  that  as  a  critic 
rather  than  as  a  biographer,  Canby  usually 
has  much  of  significance  to  say.  And  in  this 
essay  he  said  most  succinctly  and  most  clearly 
what  he  had  to  say.   The  essay  is  filled  with 
sentences  that  are  as  pithy  as  Thoreau 's  own 
—sentences  that  get  right  to  the  heart  of 
Thoreau 's  philosophy.   It  is  good  to  have  this 
volume  back  in  print. 
CONCORD  ENTERPRISE.   "Thoreau  Group  Hold  Meeting 
at  Concord."  July  16,  1959.  Report  on  annual 
meeting. 
CONCORD  JOURNAL.   "Thoreau  Keeting."  July  16, 

1959.  Report  on  annual  meeting. 
Converse,  Gordon  N.   "Thoreau 's  Cape  Cod." 
AMERICAN  FORESTS,  LXV  (Augufet,  1959),  24-27. 
A  series  of  superb  photographs  of  the  cape 
accompanied  by  quotations  from  Thoreau. 
Cook  Richard  C.  HENRY  THOREAU 'S  POETIC  IMAG- 
INATION: AN  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  IMAGERY  OF  WALDEN. 
Orono:  University  of  Maine,  1959-  Unpublished 
master's  thesis.  Mr.  Cook  has  presented  a^ 
copy  of  his  thesis  to  the  society  and  it  will 
be  placed  on  file  in  the  archives  in  Concord 
Free  Public  Libr?ry. 
Emerson,  Ralph  Waldo.  THE  HEART  OF  EMERSON'S  JOUR- 
NALS. Edited  by  Bliss  Perry.   New  York:  Dover, 
1958,  357pp.  $1.85 

A  paperback  reprint  of  the  hardcover  edition 
of  thrrty  years  ago.  An  excellent  condensation 
of  Emerson's  journals,  with  many  enlightening 
glimpses  of  Thoreau  and  his  contemporaries. 
Dover  is  to  be  highly  commended  for  bringing  it 
back  into  print. 
Frothingham,  Octavius  Brooks.   TRANSCENDENTALISM 
IN  NEW  ENGLAND:  A  HISTORY.   New  York:  Harper, 
1959,  386pp.  $1.75. 

Frothingham' s  book  has  long  been  considered 
the  nearest  thing  we  have  to  a  standard  history 


of  Transcendentalism.   Because  Frothingham  knew 
most  of  the  Trans cendentalists  personally,  his 
history  has  a  peculiar  value.   But  unf ortunately 
it  has  been  out  of  print  for  years  and  brought 
fabulous  sails  on  the  rare  book  market.  Harper 
has  performed  a  real  service  in  bringing  it  back 
into  print.   It  is  true  the  book  tends  to  slight 
Thoreau  as  an  individual.   3ut  as  a  picture  of 
Transcendentalist  movement  as  a  whole,  of  which 
Thoreau  is  a  part,  Frothingham' s  book  has  never 
been  superseded. 
Fiorino.  *AN  Ai-?R0/-CK  TO  H.D. THOREAU.  Lecture 
Read  at  the  Fourth  Seminar  in  American  Litera- 
ture in  Rome,  on  Kay  2,  1957.  (Universita  di 
Catania.  Facolta  di  Econoroia  e  Comriercio. 
Anno  Accademico.  Studi  Linguistici.   1.) 
Catania:  Tip.  dell 'Universita,  1957. 
Hammel,  Lisa.   "The  Concord  of  the  Philosophers." 
lUSfi   YORK  TIMES.  Aug.  23,  1959.  A  tour  of  Con- 
cord including  the  Thoreau  sites. 
Hording,  Walter.  A  THOREAU  HANDBOOK.   New  York 
University  Press,  1959,  229pp.  i>4.50. 

Once  again  all  Thoreauvians  are  indebted  to 
Walter  Harding.   A  THCRLAU  HANDBOOK  is  not  so 
much  a  mine  of  information  as  it  is  the  usable 
ore  dug  out  by  his  long  labor.  In  scope  and 
fair  presentation  of  varying  views  this  work 
is  admirable;  it  will  provide  a  fund  of  new 
information  to  all  but  the  very  few  (one,  two?) 
who  are  Harding's  peers  in  knowledge  of  Tho- 
reau material.   In  five  chapters  he  surveys 
the  facts  and  interpretations  of  Thoreau 's 
life,  works,  sources,  ideas,  and  fame,  and  he 
provides  for  each  topic  a  selected  but  rich 
bibliography.  Most  valuable  to  rae  are  the 
excellent  biographic"l  survey  ' nd  the  informa- 
tion on  the  various  works;  I  wish  there  were 
more  discussion  of  the  works  and  less  space- 
given  to  the  material  on  Thoreau 's  fame.   In 
general,  however,  the  contents  are  excellent. 

The  organization  of  the  material  in  the  chap- 
ters on  sources  and  ideas  is  not  wholly  satis- 
factory.  "Sources"  includes  not  only  literary 
souroes  but  also  such  varied  items  as  the  in- 
fluence of  Thoreau 's  parents  and  the  impact  on 
him  of  contemporary  New  England  idealism. 
"Ideas"  ranges  from  a  discussion  of  his  trans- 
cendentalism, to  his  scientific  method — or  lack 
of  it,  to  his  relations  with  friends  and  other 
people.   There  are  no  sub-headings  in  these 
chapters  and  no  adequate  listing  of  subjects  in 
the  index. 

The  compactness  of  Harding's  survey  does  much 
to  cancel  out  these  shortcomings,  and  in  any 
case  the  wealth  of  material  far  outweighs  them. 
The  HANDBOOK  has  been  handsomely  and  carefully 
printed,  and,  what  is  most  important,  the  writ- 
ing is  clear  and  direct.  The  book  is  ?n  inval- 
uable aid  to  any  student  of  Thoreau. — J.  Lyndon 
Shanley. 

.   The  Same.   Reviews:  CONCORD  JOURNAL,  Aug. 

20,  1959;  ROCHESTER  TLJiS  UNION,  Oct.  3,  1959; 
GENESEO  (N.Y.)  LA." IRON,  Oct.  13,  1959;  CLEVELAND 
PLAIN  DEALER,  Sept.  20,  1959;  LIBRaRY  JOURNAL, 
Aug.,  1959;  LIVINGSTON  REPUBLICAN  (Geneseo,  N. 
Y.),  Oct.  15,  1959 
.   "Thoreau  y,Los  Calmucos."  VOLUNTAD  (Mont- 
evideo, Uruguay)  IV  (Sept.  1959),  4.  Article 
from  UE,\   ENGLAND' QUARTERLY  of  March  ,  1959, 
trans,  into  Spanish  by  Vladimir  Munoz. 
Harding,  Walter  &  Carl  Bode.   THE  CORRESPONDENCE 
OF  HENRY  DAVID  THOREAU.   Reviews:  TIMES  LITERARY 
SUPPLEMENT  (London),  Aug.  21,  1959;  KEY  REPORTER, 
July,  1959;  WALT  WHITMAN  REVIEW,  March,  1959 
Hendrick,  George.   "Influence  of  Thoreau  &  Bnerson 
on  Gandhi's  Satyagraha."  GANDHI  MARG.  July, 
1959.  Pp.  1-14.  A  survey. 
Hoff.   "Why  can't  you  lead  a  life  of  quiet  despera- 
tion, like  everybody  else?"  NEW  YORKER.  Aug. 
22,  1959.  A  cartoon. 
Ludwlg,  Richard  M.  LITERARY  HISTORY  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  BIBLIOGRAPHY  SUPPLEMENT.  New  York:  Mac- 
millan,  1959,  268pp.,  $8.50. 


^en  years  ago  in  these  pages  we  reviewed  the 
first  edition  of  the  LHUS  and  described  it  as  "a 
major  event  in  our  liter-ry  history."  The  most 
valuable  part,  we  thought,  was  the  bibliograohy 
volume  and  the  intervening  yesrs  have  confirms 
us  in  that  opinion.  Now  Mr.  Ludwig  has  brought 
the  bibliography  section  up-to-d  te,  adding, °f or 
exai.ple  68  items  to  the  Thoreau  section.   And 
since  Thoreau  scholarship  has  been  at  its  best 
for  the  pest  d-cade,  that  list  includes  many  im- 
portant works.   Inevitably  therp  are  omissions- 
some  understand? ble,  others  curious— why  for  ex- 
ample has  the  6ne  R-XA  article  on  HOT  in  the  past 
10  years  been  omitted?  ~nd  why  h've  the  two  W. 
E.  Channings  been  lumped  together  in  one  confusion? 
But  despite  these  faults,  this  supplement  is  an 
invalualifce  tool  that  all  schol=rs  of  American 
liter?  ture  will  want  on  their  desks. 
Mahabharata.  THE  BKAGVAT-GEETA.   Trans,  with 
notes  by  Charles  Wilkins.   Intro,  by  George 
Hendrick.  Gainesville,  Fla. :  Scholars'  Fac- 
similes &  Reprints,  1959,  156pp., 

As  Canby  has  said,  the  Bhagvat-Geota  was 
one  of  the  two  rnost  influential  books  on  HOT. 
Yet  the  Wilkins  translation  that  Thoreau  used 
has  been  generally  unavailable  for  more  than 
a  century.   Even  Emerson  could  not  find  a  copy 
to  purchase  in  the  1860's.  So  George  Hendrick 
and  SF&R  have  performed  a  notable  service  to 
the  students  of  Thoreau' s  thought  in  publish- 
ing this  facsimile  of  the  edition  Thoreau  and 
Emerson  were  most  famili-r  with.  Hendrick's 
introduction  is  brief  but  Thoreau 's  interest 
in  the  book  is  adequately  covered  (pp.  xi-xiii). 
Miller,  Perry.   CONSCIOUSNESS  I;.  CONCORD.   Re- 
view. SOUTH  ATL/JJTIC  QUARTERLY.  Spring,  1959 
North,  Sterling.   THOREAU  OF  KALDEN  I OND.   Illus- 
trated by  Harve  Stein.   Boston:  Houghton  Miff- 
lin, 1959,  183pp.,  $1.95. 

Any  attempt  to  write  a  children's  biography 
of  Thoreau  is  a  real  challenge.  Several  capable 
authors  have  tried  it  and  failed.   There  is  al- 
ways the  danger  of  over-sentimentalizing,  of  em- 
phasizing Thoreau  the  nature  man  at  the  expense 
of  Thoreau  the  rebel.  Sterling  North  has  taken 
up  the  challenge  and,  it  seems  to  me,  has  met 
it  more  successfully  than  any  other  .author  to 
date.  He  h3S  written  a  biography  that  has  e- 
nough  of  Thoreau 's  love  of  nature  to  appeal  to 
the  young  person,  and  yet  he  has  not  hesitated 
to  discuss  Thoreau 's  ideas  of  civil  disobedience, 
economy,  and  government — being  careful  to  use 
a  vocabulary  that  would  not  overwhelm  the  child. 
Granted  he  is  a  little  condescending  at  times — 
condescending  towards  Thoreau,  that  is — but  on 
the  whole  he  has  succeeded  in  writing  a  biography 
of  Thoreau  that  should  appeal  to  the  child  and 
at  the  same  time  give  the  child  a  fairly  accurate 
picture  of  Thoreau 's  life  and  mind. 

Although  the  book  is  handsomely  printed  and 
sumptuously  illustrated,  we  find  it  hard  to  con- 
ceive of  Thoreau' s  ever  having  looked  quite  as 
hay-seedy  as  Mr.  Stein  portrays  him. 
Paul,  Sherman.  THE  SHCR..S  OF  AMERICA.  Review: 

JEGP,  LVIII  (July,  1959),  551-5. 
Robbins,  Roland  Wells  &  Evan  Jones.  HIDDEN  AMERICA. 
New  York:  Knopf,  1959,  264pp.  $5. 

Roland  Robbins  is  well-known  to  every  member  of 
the  Thoreau  Society  as  the  discoverer  of  the  exact 
site  of  Thoreau 's  Walden  cabin.  In  Chapter  2,-  en- 
titled "Go  Thou  My  Incense  Upward  from  This  Hearth" 
(pp.  16-35,  Robbins  tells  again  the  story  of  his 
work  at  Walden  Pond.  HIDDEN  AMERICA  is  a  fascinat- 
ing account  of  the  work  of  the  "pick  and  shovel  his- 
torian" and  will  be  of  particular  interest  to  all 
Thoreau vians. 
Sanavio,  Piero.   "Nota  su  Henry  David  Thoreau." 

LETTERATURE  MODERNE,  VIII,  218-225. 
Shanley,  J.  Lyndon.  "The  Pleasures  of  Walden." 
CONCORD  JOURNAL.  July  16,  1959.  A  condensed 
version  of  the  presidential  address  at  the 
annual  meeting. 


Sheehan,  Arthur  &  Elizabeth  Odell.   ROSE  HAWTHORNE: 
THE  PILGRIMAGE  OF  NATHANIEL'S  DAUGHTER.  New 
York:  Farrar,  Straus  &  Cudahy,  1959,  190pp., 
Si. 95.  A  biography  of  Hawthorne's  younger 
daughter,  written  especially  for  Roman  Catholic 
children.  There  are  several  descriptions  (pp. 
22-3,  26)  of  visits  from  Thoreau  which  are  not- 
able chiefly  for  their  misrepresentation  of 
HDT  as  an  awkward  crosspatch.  The  book  as  a 
whole,  however,  gives  an  interesting  picture  of 
Rose  Hawthorne's  charitable  work. 

Shute,  Ernest  X.   "Thoreau  and  Emerson:  Twin 

Stars  in  History's  Literary  Firmament."  STUDIO 
NEWS.  Sept. -Oct.,  1959.   p.  24.   An  essay. 

Skinner,  B.F.  KALDEN  TWO  in  Donald  Gray  &  Allan 
Orrick,  DESIGNS  OF  FAMOUS  UTOPIAS.  New  York: 
Rineha.rt,  1959,  pp.  55-62.  Condensed  version 
of  a  satirical  novel  based  on  WALDEN. 

Thoreau,  Henry  David.   "Autumnal  Tints"  NEW 
DOMINION  MONTHLY,  I  (Oct.  1867),  14-16.  Prof. 
Joseph  Jones  of  the  Univ.  of  Texas  has  called 
this  hitherto  unnoticed  early  reprinting  of 
Thoreau  to  our  attention. 

.   "El  Camino  de  Sudbury."  EL  AUTO  URUGUAYO 

(Montevideo,  Uruguay),  Sept.  1958.  Excerpt  from 
A  KEEK  trans,  into  Spanish  by  V.  Munoz. 

.   "El  Pensamiento  vivo  de  Thoreau."  CENIT 

(France),  May,  1958,  pp.  2461-2,  2482-3.   Ex- 
cerpts from  WALDEN,  trans,  into  Spanish  by  V. 
Munoz. 

.   "Vida  sin  Principios."  CENIT,  May,  August, 

1959.  pp.  2725-6,  2782-3.  "Life  without  Prin- 
ciple" trans,  into  Spanish  by  V.  Munoz. 

Urzidil,  Johannes.   "Henry  David  Thoreau  oder 
Natur  and  Freiheit."  CASTRUM  PEREGRINI,  XXX 
(1956),  13-31. 

W(heeler),  R(uth)  fi.   "John  Brown  in  Concord." 
CONCORD  JOURKAL.  Oct.  15,  1959.  pp.  1,4.  With 
much  on  Thoreau 's  interest  in  Brown. 

Wheeler,  Richard.  "Some  of  Us  Are  More  Desperate 
Than  Others."  SATURDAY  EVENING  POST.  April  11, 
1959,  p.  34.   A  poem. 

Willson,  Lawrence.   "Thoreau  and  the  French  in 
Canada."  REVUE  DE  L'UNIVERSITE  D' OTTAWA,  XXIX 
(Juillet-Sept.,  1959),  281-297.  A  study  of  Tho- 
reau 's  attitude  toward  the  French  in  Canada, 
based  on  the  unpublished  Canadian  =nd  Indian 
Notebooks. 

.   "Thoreau:  Student  of  Anthropology." 

AMERICAN  ANTHROPOLOGIST,  LXI  (April,  1959),  279- 
289.  A  detailed  study  of  the  Indian  notebooks. 

.   "Thoreau 's  Canadian  Notebook."  HUNTINGTON 

LIBPjRY  QUARTERLY,  XXII  (May,  1959),  179-200. 
A  detailed  analysis  of  the  "Canadian  Notebook." 
These  three  studies  by  Prof.  Willson  are  among 
the  most  important  to  appear  in  recent  years. 

~..'e  are  indebted  to  the  following  for  informa- 
tion used  in  this  bulletin:  R. Adams,  Il.Adel,  T. 
Bailey,  M.Campbell,  L.Chirin,  L.Digby,  T.Davis, 
G.Genzmer,  G.Hosmer,  I.Hoover,  J.Haynes,  A.Kovar, 
N.Lehrman,  G.Megathlin,  V. Munoz,  P.Oehser,  W. 
Peterson,  E. Smith,  L. Shanley,  E. Shute,  R.Schaedle, 
K.Volkman,  R.Wheeler,  L. Willson,  A.Wesley,  G. 
Wright,  and  H.Zahniser.  Please  keep  the  secretary 
informed  of  items  of  interest  to  Thoreauvians. 

The  Thoreau  Society,  Inc.,  is  an  informal  organ- 
ization of  students  and  followers  of  Henry  David 
Thoreau.  Its  bulletins  are  issued  quarterly;  its 
booklets,  occasionally.  Annual  meetings  are  held 
at  Concord  each  July.  Officers  of  the  society  are 
Paul  Oehser,  Washington,  D.C.,  president;  Mrs. 
Herbert  Hosmer,  Concord,  Mass.,  vice-president; 
and  Walter  Harding,  secretary-treasurer.  Annual 
membership  is  one  dollar;  sustaining  membership, 
two  to  twenty-four  dollars;  life  membership,  twenty- 
five  dollars.  Communications  concerning  membership 
or  publications  should  be  addressed  to  the  secretary: 

Walter  Harding 

State  University  College  of  Education 

Geneseo,  N.Y. 


